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Federal Property Management Regulations § 101–17.003–2a

§ 101–17.003–1 Space assignment.
Space assignment means an adminis-

trative action which authorizes the oc-
cupancy and use by a Federal agency
or other eligible entity of building
space and land areas incidental there-
to.

§ 101–17.003–2 General purpose space.
General purpose space means space in

buildings under the assignment respon-
sibility of GSA, including land inci-
dental to the use thereof, which may be
suitable for the use of agencies gen-
erally, as determined by GSA. The fol-
lowing categories of space are specifi-
cally excluded from this definition:

(a) Space in any building located in a
foreign country.

(b) Space in buildings which are lo-
cated on the grounds of any fort, camp,
post, arsenal, navy yard, naval training
station, airbase, proving ground, mis-
sile site, military academy or school,
or any similar facility of the Depart-
ment of Defense or U.S. Coast Guard,
unless and to such an extent as a per-
mit for its use by other agencies shall
have been issued by the Secretary of
Defense, or the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, as appropriate, or their duly au-
thorized representatives.

(c) Space in the Executive Mansion,
Capitol Building, the Senate and House
Office Buildings, the Capitol power
plant, the buildings under the jurisdic-
tion of the Regents of the Smithsonian
Institution, and the Congressional Li-
brary Building.

(d) Space in the Treasury Building,
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing
Building, and the buildings occupied by
the National Bureau of Standards.

§ 101–17.003–2a Types of general pur-
pose space.

Space as defined in § 101–17.003–2 is
categorized as being of the office, stor-
age, or special type. The physical char-
acteristics of the space are the basis
for determining the proper space cat-
egory.

(a) Office space means space that
must provide an acceptable environ-
ment suitable in its present state for
an office operation. This requirement
includes, but is not limited to, ade-
quate lighting, air-conditioning, heat-
ing, ventilation, floor covering, fin-

ished walls, and accessibility. The
space may consist of a large open area
or may be partitioned into rooms. Pri-
vate corridors, closets, and similar
areas which have been created within
office-type space through the erection
of partitions shall be classified as of-
fice space. The following are represent-
ative of uses of office space.

(1) General purpose office space.
(2) Private corridors.
(3) Conference rooms (without special

equipment and additional heating, ven-
tilation, and air-conditioning—HVAC).

(4) Training rooms (without special
equipment and HVAC).

(5) Libraries (without extensive built-
in stacks and special floor loading).

(6) Dry laboratories.
(7) Storage in office space.
(8) Credit unions (without fixed

equipment).
(9) Lounges (other than toilet areas).
(10) Reception areas.
(11) Hearing rooms (without special

equipment and HVAC).
(12) Telephone switchboard rooms.
(13) Mail rooms.
(14) Health rooms (without special

equipment).
(b) Storage space means space gen-

erally consisting of concrete,
woodblock or unfinished floors, bare
block or brick interior walls, unfin-
ished ceiling, and similar construction
containing minimal lighting and heat-
ing. This type of space would include
attics, basements, warehouses, sheds,
unimproved areas of loft buildings, and
unimproved building cores. All storage
space will be classified under subsets of
general storage area, inside parking
area, or warehouse areas as follows:

(1) General storage areas (storage in
general purpose buildings) including:

(i) Basements.
(ii) Attics.
(iii) Closets (not finished to office

standards).
(iv) Supply rooms (not finished to of-

fice standards).
(v) Storerooms (not finished to office

standards).
(vi) File rooms (not finished to office

standards).
(vii) Warehouse areas of multiuse

buildings.
(2) Inside parking areas (garage space

located in either a federally owned or
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leased building which is utilized for the
parking of motor vehicles) including:

(i) Garages.
(ii) Parking area.
(iii) Motor pool parking.
(3) Warehouse areas (entire buildings

with warehouse features, including
minor amounts of supporting office
space).

(c) Special space means space which,
because of architectural features or the
installation of fixed (built-in) equip-
ment and special utilities, necessitates
the expenditure of varying sums to
construct, maintain, and/or operate as
compared to office and storage space.
Special space is further defined as fol-
lows:

(1) Laboratory and clinic areas (space
containing built-in equipment and util-
ities required for the qualitative or
quantitative analysis of matter, experi-
mentation, the processing of materials,
and/or the physical welfare of employ-
ees or the public) including:

(i) Wet laboratories.
(ii) Clean laboratories.
(iii) Photographic laboratories.
(iv) Clinics.
(v) Health units and rooms (with spe-

cial equipment).
(vi) Private toilets.
(2) Food service areas (space in build-

ing devoted to the preparation and dis-
pensing of foodstuffs) including:

(i) Cafeterias (kitchen and table
areas).

(ii) Snack bars.
(iii) Mechanical vending areas.
(iv) Private kitchens.
(3) Structurally changed areas (areas

having architectural features differing
from normal office or storage areas
such as sloped floors, high ceilings, and
increased floor loading) including:

(i) Auditoriums.
(ii) Gymnasiums.
(iii) Libraries (with special stacks

and floor loading).
(iv) Target ranges.
(v) Security vaults.
(vi) Courtrooms.
(vii) U.S. Postal Service workrooms.
(4) Automatic data processing areas

(areas having special features such as
humidity and temperature control,
raised flooring, and special wiring) in-
cluding:

(i) Computer rooms.

(ii) Support areas (with special floor-
ing and wiring).

(iii) Tape vaults.
(5) Conference and training areas

(areas used for conferences, training,
and hearings with special equipment
and supplemental HVAC) including:

(i) Conference rooms.
(ii) Hearing rooms.
(iii) Training rooms.
(iv) Exhibit areas.
(v) Small courtrooms (no structural

changes).
(6) Light industrial areas including:
(i) Records storage (with humidity

control).
(ii) Storage type space (with air-con-

ditioning).
(iii) Printing plants.
(iv) Product classifying laboratories.
(v) Motor Pool service areas.
(vi) Postal workrooms, swingrooms,

locker rooms, mailing vestibules and
platforms, and lock box lobbies.

(vii) Shops (other than PBS).
(viii) Loading docks and shipping

platforms.
(ix) Canopy areas.
(x) Vertical improved mail system

areas.
(7) Quarters and residential housing

areas (housing and quarters that do not
logically fall in the other categories).

§ 101–17.003–3 Special purpose space.
Special purpose space means space in

buildings under the assignment respon-
sibility of GSA, including land inci-
dental to the use thereof, which is
wholly or predominantly utilized for
the special purposes of an agency and
not generally suitable for the use of
other agencies, as determined by GSA.

§ 101–17.003–4 Government-owned
space.

Government-owned space means space
in buildings, and land incidental there-
to, the title to which is vested, or
which will become vested, pursuant to
existing agreement, in the United
States Government.

§ 101–17.003–5 Leased space.
Leased space means space in build-

ings, and land incidental thereto, for
which the Government has a right of
occupancy by virtue of having acquired
a leasehold interest.
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